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Newsletter October 2009
Hello, families of FYS!  We’ve had five rehearsals including two coaching sessions.  Now three rehearsals and one Dress Rehearsal remain before the Fall Concert.  While the conductors and students have been learning their music and working to fit the orchestra parts together, parent volunteers have been organizing rehearsals, advertising events, and seeking outside financial support for our operations.  I hope you will find here information to answer questions you’ve had, and more.  If you have suggestions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at president@fysmusic.org or 360-679-6778.

Congratulations to our new Concertmaster, David Holzemer!  The other Section Principals and Section Leaders will be announced soon.  We look forward to the leadership and focus these students will provide to our symphonies.  I encourage all students to read the Duties of a Section Leader/Principal/Concertmaster on the Policies page of our website www.fysmusic.org.  There you will learn what to expect from your leaders and how you can help them to do their job.
We have two significant changes to our concert policy.  All students PLEASE TAKE NOTE: 
Beginning with the Fall Concert Oct 30, all students will sit in the front rows of the audience when not on stage performing.  One exception: during the Sinfonette performance, the Junior Symphony members will be waiting in the wings backstage.

Also, all musicians shall arrive for pre-concert Dress Rehearsal in their concert attire. There will be no changing in the back stage dressing rooms as we have done in the past. This will ensure that all musicians are ready to go onstage and will allow for extra practice time. Please refer to your Member Handbook and the Policy page of our website www.fysmusic.org for concert dress code. If you are not wearing the appropriate garment you will be required to change into something that the Board of Directors will provide. Please contact any board member or webmaster@fysmusic.org if you need help finding appropriate concert clothes.

Soon we will present a portable wardrobe in the PIMS area.  We encourage students to donate concert clothing that no longer fits, or suitable items that parents run across in secondhand stores.  Feel free to trade up, leaving your small shirt, skirt, or jacket, and picking up a larger one.

Preparations for our Fall Concert are under way.  A rough draft of the Concert Program will be ready on Thursday, October 15.  All students, as you check in that evening, please proofread your information on the Program and verify or correct it, as appropriate.  Concert Posters are going up throughout our area.  If you took posters, thank you for your help.  Please get them out in public soon!  Concert Postcards are a cheerful way to help your family and friends remember the date.  Address a few and mail them out today.  A large, supportive audience seals a grand performance!

Parents and Guardians will receive discounted tickets to all McIntyre concerts this year.  FYS students’ names will be on a list at the Box Office.  When you arrive the night of the concert, give the name of your student(s) and you will be offered two adult tickets at $10 each.  All children pay $1 for tickets.

Attendance at FYS rehearsals is mandatory.  Please check in with an attendance volunteer each Thursday.  As soon as you learn you must miss a rehearsal, call Sharyn at 360-421-2527 or email sharynpeterson@hotmail.com.  See your 2009/2010 Member Handbook or the website www.fysmusic.org  for our full attendance policy. 

Please take a look at the cover of your Member Handbook.  If it does not say 2009/2010, let a Board Member know Thursday.  We will give you the current Handbook.  For a list of Board Members, please see the Staff/Contact Us page of our website www.fysmusic.org. 
Carpool Rosters are still available.  See me at any Thursday rehearsal, or email me at president@fysmusic.org to request an electronic copy.  If you didn’t join the roster before but would like to now, let me know and I will update the list.

Fundraising efforts for Fidalgo Youth Symphony are under way.  We are asking businesses to sponsor us, for which they will be recognized in our concert programs and their business card will be printed there.  If you can deliver a Sponsorship Form to a business or two, please pick one up from the glass counter in the PIMS area.  Once we receive a donation, we will send the business a package including a receipt for their tax-deductible gift, a copy of our Concert Program, and a handwritten thank-you card.  We will be asking the Section Leaders to take turns writing these thank you cards.  We also have a team of volunteers working to write Grant Proposals throughout the Concert Season.  

Publicity is going well.  Many thanks to all the volunteers who have put up posters and talked up FYS to your friends!  We still need someone to help us send information about FYS to other organizations’ websites.  If you can help in this regard, please contact any board member.
After the Fall Concert, rehearsals resume November 5.  Coaches will attend that first rehearsal to strengthen the sections and help students hear the new music.  Coached Sectionals will be held November 12 and December 3.

The Holiday Concert is set for 7:00 pm Friday, December 18, at the Presbyterian Church of Mount Vernon.  This concert will feature holiday tunes in an intimate atmosphere.  Members of the Youth Symphony will have the opportunity to perform in smaller chamber groups.  If you have a request of music or performance group, please email Music Director Sharyn Peterson at sharynpeterson@hotmail.com.

We are planning a Roller Skating social event in mid- to late January.  We’ll meet on a Saturday at the roller skating rink in Mount Vernon.  Students will have fun together, sharing snacks and perhaps skating to classical music with games like “Name that Composer!”  Meanwhile, their admission fees will benefit FYS.
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FALL CONCERT


7:00 pm


Friday, October 30


McIntyre Hall


Arrive early for Dress Rehearsal (details to follow).


Come dressed in Concert Attire.








